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definite and final commercial understanding between the two
countries on the basis of perfect reciprocity, the manufactures
of Ireland being received in the ports of Great Britain on the
same terms on which the manufactures of Great Britain were
received in the ports of Ireland. His speech on the subject was
strongly hostile to protecting duties on either side, and his views
of commercial policy appear to have been not less enlightened
than those of Pitt. The proposition was received on the part of
the Government with a profusion of compliments, but with an
earnest plea for delay, and it was accordingly at their desire with-
. drawn. We shall see that, a few years later, one of the minis-
terial arguments employed for the Union was that no such
commercial arrangement existed.1

The other important measure of the session was Ponsonby's
Reform Bill. It was substantially the same as that of last year,
its principal features being the addition of a third member to
each of the thirty-two counties, and to the cities of Dublin and
Cork, and the opening of the boroughs by extending the right
of voting in them to all 101. freeholders in a specified section of
the adjoining country. There was little more to be said about
the anomalies of the Irish parliamentary system, but it had been
recently shown by a detailed statement, that out of the 800
members of the House of Commons 124 were actually nominated
by 52 peers, and 64 by 36 commoners, while 13 others were
said to owe their return in a great measure to the influence of
single families.2 The debate on the subject was very able,
and the' transcendent importance of meeting the democratic
and revolutionary spirit by removing indefensible abuses, and
placing the representation on a broad and safe basis, was strongly
urged. Grattan, Jephson, and Parsons spoke with admirable
force upon this theme, but the first at the same time repudiated
emphatically the democratic Reform Bill of the United Irishmen,
and exposed the dangers of the theory of personal representa-
tion with a strength of reasoning and language which Burke

1  Irish   Parl.   Del), siv.   48-53.     turned 112 members; four spiritual
Grattan's Syeec7t.es, iii. 122-127.              peers 8 ; private persons 96 ; thirty-

2  Anthologia, Hibernica, ii. 268-71.     two counties 64; three cities 10; four
In a pamphlet published in 1797 there     boroughs 6;  potwalloping boroughs
is a slightly different analysis of the     4.    (An Appeal to the Understanding
representation.     According   to   this     of Englishmen on the State of Ireland.
account, forty-one temporal peers re-     London, 1797.)